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30th Annual Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF)
Bangkok (Thailand), October 26-29, 2022
Draft Resolution - "Parliaments and Sustainable Post-COVID-19 Recovery to Promote Democracy, Peace, and Security”
Draft resolution sponsored by the Chamber of Deputies of Chile
Recognizing that the COVID-19 pandemic has been the greatest health crisis of our time, and has had a lethal impact on the lives of millions of people in the Asia-Pacific region and around the world, showing the deeply interdependent nature of our societies and economies as well as the vulnerabilities generated by insufficient international cooperation frameworks; 

Aware that the economic and social crisis produced by the pandemic, and the restrictions implemented to try to contain it, have caused substantial losses in Asia-Pacific economies, increased inequalities, and heightened polarization between and within countries, which constitutes a risk factor for achieving sustainable and inclusive development; 

Taking note that one of the most worrying consequences of the pandemic is that it has jeopardized fully meeting the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which constitute a joint project aimed at promoting worldwide development through international cooperation. In particular, they aim at building inclusive, environmentally friendly societies that can face the impact of climate change, and that leave no one behind. These are essential parameters to build the Asia-Pacific economies back better beyond the pandemic situation, considering the interdependence between development, peace, security, and robust democracies;

Recalling, in this regard, the previous resolutions adopted by the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF), in particular Resolution 6 on International Cooperation for greater economic resilience and inclusive growth after the COVID-19 crisis, and Resolution 9 on the role of parliaments in balancing disease control, the economy, human rights, and ideas for inter-parliamentary cooperation, adopted by the 29th Meeting of the APPF (2021); 

Returning, likewise, to the considerations made in the statements of the Leaders of the APEC Economies, especially the Kuala Lumpur Declaration of November 20th, 2020, which proclaims the determination to achieve a successful recovery of the Asia-Pacific region through strong, balanced, inclusive, sustainable, innovative, and secure economic growth;

Valuing the Final Declaration of 2021, where the Leaders of the APEC Economies recognize that the lasting impact of COVID-19 and its variants continues to create uncertainty and an uneven economic recovery in the region and, therefore, reaffirm the commitment to work together to grow once again in a more innovative, inclusive, and sustainable way; 

Troubled by the findings, based on recent APEC data, that the GDP growth projections of the Asia-Pacific region have fallen, standing at around 2.5%, for 2022 and 2023, as a result of rising inflation, greater uncertainties driven by the war in Ukraine, and the lasting impact of the pandemic and coronavirus variants, all of which reinforces the need for strengthened cooperation to sustainably and inclusively improve the resilience of the regional economy in the mid and long term; 

Alarmed by the recent escalation of tensions, and open conflicts, involving different countries of the Asia-Pacific region, through an upsurge of tensions on both sides of the Taiwan Strait, or the war between Russia and Ukraine that has lasted over six months now, generating enormous damage and human losses, displacing refugees, and with a negative impact on the international economy; 

Recalling the purpose and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the obligation of all States to respect international law, as well as to refrain from the use of force and to resolve their disputes exclusively by peaceful means to safeguard international peace and security;  

Aware that the problems of economic development are a predictive factor of potential for greater social and political conflict in and between countries, and in fact, the effects of the current economic crisis have begun to be reflected in rising social protests in some countries, while a sustainable recovery can contribute decisively to achieving peaceful societies with greater social cohesion; 

Reaffirming previous APPF resolutions on political and security issues in the Asia-Pacific region, including Resolution 1 on Parliamentary Leadership for peace and security in the Asia-Pacific and beyond (2021), Resolution 13 on building trust for peace, security, and sustainable development in the region (2020), and Resolution 5 on Promoting parliamentary diplomacy for peace, security, and prosperity in the region and the world (2018); 

Taking into consideration the will of the Asia-Pacific countries to build a community of peace, stability, security, and sustainable development, expressed by the APPF parliamentarians in the Vancouver Declaration of 1997, the new Tokyo Declaration of 2012, and the Hanoi Declaration of 2018; 

Considering, likewise, the proclamation of the APEC Putrajaya Vision 2040, made by the Leaders of the APEC Economies, in November 2020, which seeks to achieve an open, dynamic, resilient, and peaceful Asia-Pacific community by 2040, for the prosperity of all peoples and future generations of the region; 

Convinced of the crucial role that parliaments can play, in fulfilling their constitutional functions and using the instruments of inter-parliamentary cooperation, to promote and consolidate peaceful societies where sustainable development is the basis of people's well-being, and to contribute to the peaceful resolution of disputes and the strengthening of democratic political systems; 

Determined to increase the constructive impact that the APPF, as an inter-parliamentary forum, is called to have to achieve the objectives of peace, security, and sustainable development for the entire Asia-Pacific region for the benefit of all people;

HEREBY RESOLVE TO: 
1. Urge the parliaments of APPF member countries to use their legislative, supervisory, and budgetary allocation powers to favor measures aimed at achieving a sustainable economic recovery, based on environmental protection, the promotion of decent employment, and support for SMEs, which ensure prosperity and inclusive development for all people;

2. Encourage APPF member countries to invest in quality education to develop the skills and competencies for the digital age, as well as to develop the digital economy and consolidate connectivity, so that regional growth and productivity after the pandemic are supported stronger still by innovation;
3. Support the efforts of different regional organizations, such as APEC, ASEAN, and the Pacific Alliance, to promote regional connectivity and, in particular, to have an open, secure, efficient, accessible, and resilient technological infrastructure that supports a dynamic digital economy, learning the lessons of the COVID-19 pandemic and contributing toward finding synergies between the different initiatives for the benefit of the entire Asia-Pacific region;

4. Urge national APPF parliament members to deploy parliamentary diplomacy actions to contribute to the de-escalation of tensions, and facilitate the peaceful resolution of conflicts, involving Asia-Pacific countries with pernicious consequences regarding respect for human rights, democratic coexistence, and achieving development and prosperity in the region;

5. Request to the competent national authorities in APPF member countries to evaluate the restrictive measures adopted to slow the spread of the pandemic, considering their legality, proportionality, and temporality, and to initiate their withdrawal as soon as possible, to fully respect human rights and the fundamental freedoms of people within the framework of democratic political systems;

6. Urge APPF member parliaments to resolutely safeguard, within the framework of their constitutional competencies, to ensure the supervision of restrictive measures, promote their withdrawal as soon as possible, and take all the pertinent actions to build effective, transparent, responsible, as well as broadly participatory democratic systems, to include all stakeholders in decision-making for a sustainable and resilient recovery;

7. Encourage APPF member countries to promote a comprehensive perspective of security that includes aspects such as the economy, health, food, and environmental protection, which pose interrelated challenges for the peoples of the Asia-Pacific region to build a future of prosperity, well-being, and peaceful coexistence.
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